21 PERSONS KILLED
IN READING WRECK

Suburban Trains Crash Head-
Gn in Cut 17 Miles Qut
of Philadelphia.

VICTIMS BURNED TO DEATH

Rescuers Forced to Leave Many
to Their Fate as Flames
Spread—24 Injured.

Special to The New York Times.

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 5.—Twenty-
one persons are known to have perished
and twenty-four were injured—four
gerlously—in a head-on collision between
two passenger trains on the single-
tracked Newtown branch of the Phila-
delphia & Reading Ralilway at 8 o'clock
this morning at Woodmont, P& The
scene of the wreck., which was one of
the worst in the history of the railroad,
is two miles above Dryn Athyn and
seventeen miles from this city. The two
passenger trains, traveling at a high
rate of speed, came together in a deep
rock cut because somebody blundecred.
F'he injured and dying, pinned beneath
the wreckage of the wooden coaches of
the two trains, were slowly burned to
death when the débris caught fire.
. Thg bocies of these persons have bean
o .d:

FITZPATRICKH, Mlss CATHERINE, South-
ampton.

GOV, THOMAS, fireman, Philadelphia.
rIATCH, Dr. IRVIN G., Newtown.
HEATON, Mrs. ARTIHIUR, Southampton.
HOGELAND, M. E., Southampton.
KILWUWSEN, JACIK, XNewtowi.

PRICE, JOHN, Southamptoen.

PRICH:, THOMAS, J., Southampton.
RANSON, ELMER, Woodmont.

SCOTT, CHARLES T., Churchville.

SHELLMIRE, Miss ELIZABETH, Southamp-
ton.

SINKLER, Mrs. WILLIAM, Southampton.
VANHORN, Mrs. MORRIS, Southampton.
VOGEL, EDWARD, tireman, Ryers.

An unidentified Infant.

There are eighteen bodies in a morgue
at Jenkintown and one in the Abington
Hospital, and two more bodies could be
seen in the wreckage tonight, where
workmen were endeavoring to move the
twisted mass of hot steel wreckage to re-
cover them,

Trains Meet in Deep Cut,

The southbound train from Newtown
to Philadelphia had the right of way
over the northbound train under the
working schedule of the road: but the

engineer of the latter trajn, instead of
waiting at Bryn Athyn. rushed on for
Southampton. 7The two trains met in a
cut thirty feet deep, where there is but
five feet of space on elther side of the
tracks. The locomaoatives crashed and
reared. A minute later they were a
mass of misshapen steel and iron;’into
which plowed the tenders of both loco-
motives. The shock of the trains could
bhe heard for three miles.

Residents of the scattered farmhouses
near the scene of the wreck rushed to
the scene and, standing on the rock cliff,
were staggered at the sight that met
their gaze. The engines had risen on
their ends, then fallen back upon the
coaches, through the roofs and on the
mass of humanity, -

Pinned against the rock wall of the
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21 PERDOND KILLED
IN READING WREGK
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cut oy the wrechnge
Thelr £créaind yose over the tamuit of
tnhe hizsing stzzm and the cries of the
other injurea. .owave s 7
e women zcreamraed. Tore zuddenly the
entire indescribatlc mass of twisted stenl
and wood broke intn {lames from the
burnirz zas Hghis inside the
and from the coal: from thz fireboxes
of the engines. Resoners triced desper-
stelv to tave the two woman, but the
fiamies orept clozer &nd closer, and sud-
cenly the screams ce2sed. A few min-
tes later two charred bodizs could be
see3 whers the women had onve peen,
Burned as Recscucr YWorks Over Him.

wora tuoay woiaen,

**Hate 33

John Talizferrio, a laborer, was one of |
sho first to reach the scene of the wreck. |

He made his way through a window into
one of the wrecked cars. llames were
cating their way toward him. Pinnecd in
the wreckage neir a window he saw a
voung man. The injured passenger
vaiced his eres appecaling at Taliaferrio

and then looked:  at the onrushing
<
clames. .

“Aly God! Can't you do =omnething
25 me? My fect are cnught!’ the

“ 1'm hur:. Get me
1 ¢i-nnot g=t loose!
knack me uncon-

young man cried.
away from that fire.
get something and
sclous.
Jan't let me die like 4 dog ! ™ )
The rescuer tried havd to puill the in-
jured mzn to safciy. The flames crept
closer, and s«ti)l Taliafcrrio worked on.
The. flames burned his hands and sef
fire to his coat. He escaped out of g
window just as the flames reached the
hélpless man, who prayed 25 the flames
q@veloped him. |
Other rescuers arrived at this time, and
thyouzh ths flames of the burning

coaches

Get a gun and shout me. Pleasc

vietims deaperately trying to crawl to
cafety, despite their injuriez. Ropes
were thrown into the blazing wreck in
tiie hope that some one would grasp
thhem. The ropes quickly burncd away,
however.

Leaning out of the window of one of
the lo~omotive cabs vould be scen the
form of Vogel, ene of the firemen. Ie
feebly moved his arm. His logy wore
pinned beneath a mass of twisted steel.
Rescuers attemipted to lasso him, but.
before they could do so he was sur-
rounded by the flames, Tis body was
recavered at 3 o'clock tonight.

The first couohh of the {rain bound for
Philadelphia, mas soon 3 charred mass.
CThe flames spread to the second and
third cozches, and in g few moimnents the
csvenes that were enacted in the first
couch were repeated, and the resoyers
were driven away by the flames. Many
of the Injured in those two coaches were
drugged to safety and laid on the snow-
covered banks of the Pennypack Creek.
3en and women slightly injured and
| suffering from shock ran aibmlessly over
i the ,fields screaming and shouting for
thelp. Nearly all of them left blood-
i stains on the snow.

The telephone operator at the Bryn
Athsyn exchange wezs notified of the
wreck and she sent out calls for aid
| Physicians and nurses were summoned
from nelghboring {owns, and the f{lre
companies from Hattboro, Southampton
and other towns were called.

When the firemen arrived the wreck
was a bhlazing pyre. Theyr drove their

|
|
|
!

e e e bl

apparatus over the rutted fields and
pumped water from the Pennypack

Cre=Kk into the flames. .
I'or several hour: the injured were
being carried nway in every sort of

{ velicle and rush24 to the hoepital, At
1 11°20  o’clock the firemen were =still
i plaving their hose upon the burning

wwooden c¢oaches, but the flames were
under control and fifteen minutes later
the remioval of the bodies weas started.
Only a masg of twisted steel remained
of the three coaches of the Newtown
train - bound for this clty.

The Lodles, charred beyond recogni-
tlon, were placed {n one of the undame-
aged coaches. Later in the evening they

wooden cecaches could ke secn six other | were ramoved to Jenkintown,
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